
March 21st 2021 Lent 5 

Passion Sunday 

Gathering 

Words from JT 

Greeting 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all 
All: Amen 
 
HYMN: 195 From heaven you came by Graham Kendrick (b. 1950) 

From heaven you came helpless babe 
Entered our world, your glory veiled 
Not to be served but to serve 
And give Your life that we might live 

This is our God, The Servant King 
He calls us now to follow Him 
To bring our lives as a daily offering 
Of worship to The Servant King 

There in the garden of tears 
My heavy load he chose to bear 
His heart with sorrow was torn 
'Yet not My will but Yours, ' He said 

This is our God, The Servant King.. 

Come see His hands and His feet 
The scars that speak of sacrifice 
Hands that flung stars into space 
To cruel nails surrendered 

This is our God, The Servant King.. 

So let us learn how to serve,                                                                                                                                

and in our lives enthrone him;                                                                                                                               

each other’s needs to prefer,                                                                                                                                   

for it is Christ we’re serving. 

This is our God, The Servant King.. 

On this fifth Sunday in Lent (Passion Sunday) we would re-lay at the foot of the cross all those 

symbols from previous weeks; chalice, coins, whip, crown of thorns and robe reminding us of the 



experiences of Jesus through that first Easter week and a reminder to us that Christ experienced and 

shared in the injustice and suffering of the world.  

Father God, as we keep company with Christ on his journey toward the cross teach us how we may 

serve each other and bring us closer to loving each other as he loved us.  Keep us company as we 

also walk through our own deserts  and bring us at last to the joy of Easter.  

Lord Jesus Christ, we thank you for all the benefits you have won for us: for all the insults 
and pains you have borne for us. Most merciful Redeemer, friend and brother may we 
know you more clearly; love you more dearly and follow you more nearly, day by day. 
Amen. (St Richard of Chichester) 
 

Prayers of Penitence 

God shows his love for us 
in that, while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 

Let us then show our love for him 
by confessing our sins in penitence and faith. 
 
All: Lord God, 
we have sinned against you; 
we have done evil in your sight. 
We are sorry and repent. 
Have mercy on us according to your love. 
Wash away our wrongdoing and cleanse us from our sin. 
Renew a right spirit within us 
and restore us to the joy of your salvation, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
The president declares God’s forgiveness. 
 
May almighty God, 
who sent his Son into the world to save sinners, 
bring you his pardon and peace, now and for ever. 
Amen. 
 
The Collect: 

Holy God, in the cross your boundless love meets human sin: strengthen and deliver us that 
we may know the victory is ours through our Saviour Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

Liturgy of the Word 

Readings – read by Julie Brown 

Jeremiah 31:31-34 
 

This is the word of the Lord. 



All:  Thanks be to God. 
John 12:20-33 
 
This is the Gospel of the Lord 
All: Praise be to you O Christ 
 
Sermon – Rev Paul Henderson 
 
HYMN:  How deep the Father’s love for us by Stuart Townend (b. 1963) 

How deep the Father's love for us, 
How vast beyond all measure, 
That He should give His only Son 
To make a wretch His treasure.                                                                                                                       
How great the pain of searing loss; 
The Father turns His face away, 
As wounds which mar the chosen One 
Bring many souls to glory 

Behold the man upon a cross, 
My sin upon His shoulders; 
Ashamed I hear my mocking voice 
Call out among the scoffers.                                                                                                                                    
It was my sin that held Him there 
Until it was accomplished; 
His dying breath has brought me life -  
I know that ‘it is finished’. 

I will not boast in anything, 
No gifts, no power, no wisdom; 
But I will boast in Jesus Christ, 
His death and resurrection.                                                                                                                           
Why should I gain from His reward? 
I cannot give an answer; 
But this I know with all my heart, 
His wounds have paid my ransom 

Affirmation of Faith 

Let us affirm our faith in Jesus Christ the Son of God.  Using the Apostles’ Creed. 
 
All   I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 



he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 

 
Prayers of Intercession Polly Richardson 
 
The Lord’s Prayer  
 
All: Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come,  
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 
now and for ever. 
Amen.  
 
Family News –  
 
 
Interview with Kevin Searle about our Mission of the month 
 
The Peace 

Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who has given us access to his grace. 

 
The peace of the Lord be always with you: 
All   and also with you. 
 
Spiritual communion  

We come now to that place in the service left open to you to be with God as is right for you 

this morning.  Here the invitation of Jesus; the verse which is behind our Lent series: 

 ‘Here is love vast as the ocean’ by William Rees (1802-83) Music: Robert Lowry (1826-99) 



Here is love vast as the ocean, 
Loving kindness as a flood, 
When the prince of life, our ransom, 
Shed for us His precious blood.                                                                                                                 
Who his love will not remember? 
Who can cease to sing His praise? 
He can never be forgotten 
Throughout heaven's eternal days. 

On the mount of crucifixion 
Fountains opened deep and wide; 
Through the floodgates of God's mercy 
Flowed a vast and gracious tide.                                                                                                          
Grace and love, like mighty rivers, 
Flowed incessant from above, 
Heaven’s peace and perfect justice, 
Kissed a guilty world with love 

God of compassion, you came into the world to share our life. In the person of Jesus Christ, 

you walked with us and gave your life for our salvation. May we, who have made spiritual 

communion with you, know our wounds to be healed, our souls strengthened, and our lives 

transformed by your Holy Spirit. Amen. 

HYMN: 588 And can it be by Charles Wesley (1707-1788) 

And can it be that I should gain 
An interest in the Saviour’s blood? 
Died He for me, who caused His pain? 
For me, who Him to death pursued? 
Amazing love! How can it be, 
That Thou, my God, shouldst die for me? 

Amazing love! How can it be, 
That Thou, my God, shouldst die for me? 

’Tis myst’ry all: the Immortal dies! 
Who can explore His strange design? 
In vain the firstborn seraph tries 
To sound the depths of love divine. 
’Tis mercy all! Let earth adore, 
Let angel minds inquire no more. 

’Tis mercy all! Let earth adore, 
Let angel minds inquire no more. 

He left His Father’s throne above— 
So free, so infinite His grace— 
Emptied Himself of all but love, 
And bled for Adam’s helpless race. 



’Tis mercy all, immense and free, 
For, O my God, it found out me! 

’Tis mercy all, immense and free, 
For, O my God, it found out me! 

Long my imprisoned spirit lay, 
Fast bound in sin and nature’s night; 
Thine eye diffused a quickening ray; 
I woke, the dungeon flamed with light; 
My chains fell off, my heart was free, 
I rose, went forth, and followed Thee. 

My chains fell off, my heart was free, 
I rose, went forth, and followed Thee. 

No condemnation now I dread; 
Jesus, and all in Him, is mine! 
Alive in Him, my living Head, 
And clothed in righteousness divine, 
Bold, I approach the eternal throne, 
And claim the crown, through Christ my own. 

Bold, I approach the eternal throne, 
And claim the crown, through Christ my own. 

Blessing 

May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing, 
through the power of the Holy Spirit; 
and the blessing … 
 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord 
All   In the name of Christ, Amen. 
 
Music to go out by: My Song is love unknown 

With thanks to Peter Heaps our sound engineer and Sylvia our web site manager.   
 
A service taken in part from New Patterns for Worship. Compilation copyright © The 
Archbishops’ Council 2002. 


