
 

 



Page 2 

 The Parish Church of Chalfont St Giles 
in the Benefice of Chalfont St Giles with Seer Green and Jordans 
 

www.chalfontstgilesparishchurch.com 
 
Rector Ian Brown (01494) 872 097 
  (07866) 244 115 

  rectorcsg@stgileschurch2.plus.com 

Benefice Associate Priest Rev Cassa Messervy (01494) 672 496 

Benefice Assistant Priest * Rev Jenny Tebboth (07708) 094 532 

Benefice Curate * Rev Paul Henderson (01494) 764 367 

Benefice Assistant Priest Emeritus Rev Angela Thompson (contact the Rector) 

Children & Families Worker * vacant (contact the Rector) 

Benefice Licensed Lay Minister * Linda West (01494) 673 821 

Church Wardens Eileen Baldwin  (01494) 876 286 

 Rachel Leonard tbc 

Deputy Church Warden Melaine Teahan (01494) 873 457 
  * part-time 

 

Parish Administrator 

Sylvia Valentine  Vestry office: (01494) 870 113 

Available for enquiries and administration in the vestry 

Tuesday 9am - 12pm 

Wednesday 9am - 12pm 

Thursday 9am - 12pm 

or email: admin@stgileschurch.plus.com 

See inside back cover for details of other Parish roles 

 
How to Contact the Magazine Team 

Put your copy in the post rack at the back of church (in the slot "Magazine Articles") 

Email your copy to:  stgileschurchmagazine@hotmail.co.uk  

Please send diary dates to: 

Church -  Parish Office at: admin@stgileschurch.plus.com or (01494) 870 113 

Secular -  stgileschurchmagazine@hotmail.co.uk  

 

Chalfont St Giles Parish Magazine is edited, produced and distributed entirely by volun-

teers. Advertising and subscription revenue covers the cost of production. 

http://www.chalfontstgilesparishchurch.org.uk
mailto:rectorcsg@stgileschurch2.plus.com
mailto:admin@stgileschurch.plus.com
mailto:stgileschurchmagazine@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:admin@stgileschurch.plus.com
mailto:stgileschurchmagazine@hotmail.co.uk


Page  3 

 Welcome 

Welcome to this December edition of the 

Church magazine and our first quarterly 

edition. This decision, by the Communica-

tions Committee, will hopefully provide 

better and more stable content, while the 

church website and emailed pew sheets 

allow for more frequent and weekly up-

dates. 

Once again, we’re carrying an eclectic range 

of articles. Firstly, all the Christmas service 

dates are included within this magazine. 

With so much Covid-19 uncertainty, it 

would be a good idea to monitor the church 

website (see opposite page) for updates. 

I’d also draw your attention to Poet’s Cor-

ner, with contributions from “The North” 

and as far away as Australia. The usual fea-

tures are here too— Up the Garden Path 

and View from the Vestry. There are also 

quite a number of updates on the various 

charities that we support. 

Finally, after nearly four years, this will be 

my last edition. This isn’t CV-19 related and, 

no, we’re not moving away. My own view is 

that these positions should rotate every few 

years—it keeps it fresh. I’d like to thank 

everyone who has contributed content and 

assistance — especially Peter Bentall's fine 

group of printers. Thank you. 

As we draw to the end of 2020, let me sign 

off in the famous words of Clement Clarke 

Moore and wish a “Happy Christmas to all, 

and to all a good night!” 

All the best, 

Alastair 

Selected contents 
4 Rector’s Letter 
5 Announcements 
6-7 Parish Register 
 Services & Diary 
 Lectionary 
8 Traidcraft 
9 Up The Garden Path 
10 Comfort and Joy 
11 View from the Vestry 
12 Thinking outside the box … 
13 St Giles Church Crib Trail 
14 Poet’s Corner 
16 Rope update 
19 Election Results 
21 Mission to the Seafarers 
22 Fawcett Trust News 
23 Churchwardens Corner 
24 Saunderton Lodge 

Cover:  Kevin Searle 
Back cover: John Davidge 

Magazine articles and photos are always 

welcome and can be emailed to: 

stgileschurchmagazine@hotmail.co.uk  

The next magazine deadline is: 

28th February  2021 

mailto:stgileschurchmagazine@hotmail.co.uk
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 Rector’s Letter 
It strikes me that since this Christmas will 

be like no other as we face up to’ tier two’ 

restrictions, we may be forced to go back to 

the basics of Christmas time. Not for us this 

Christmas the parties, the large family gath-

erings, the outings to the 

pantomime or whatever 

lovely and cherished Christ-

mas treats we have come to 

enjoy and even to expect. 

This year we must limit our 

family celebrations, restrict 

our numbers and reduce our 

celebratory horizons. And in 

this constrained Christmas 

time we come closer to the 

first Christmas and to the heart of it all. For 

surely as we find our selves deprived of 

much, we may enter into the space of Mary 

and Joseph who were deprived of family 

and friends and were forced to travel miles 

from home to register themselves in Bethle-

hem. Here Mary gave birth to the saviour. 

Here in reduced circumstances, the riches 

of God were revealed in the birth of the son 

of God. 

As St Paul remarks: ‘being found in appear-

ance as a human being he humbled him-

self…’ From the humility of Jesus and the 

love of God comes the richest of grace to 

raise us up and to grant us peace; peace 

with God, peace with the world and peace 

in ourselves. 

So as we contemplate our much reduced 

celebrations this Christmas and new year, 

may they lead us back in wonder and 

thanksgiving to the One who 

gave up all for us. 

‘See what great love the Father 

has lavished upon us, that we 

should be called children of 

God! And that is what we 

are!’ (1 John chapter 3 vs 1) 

A peaceful Christmas and hope 

for the coming year. 

Ian Brown 

‘See what great love the Father has lavished upon us, 

that we should be called children of God! And that is 

what we are!’ 
(1 John chapter 3 vs 1) 



Page  5 

 Announcements 

Church Watch 

A great big thankyou to our team of church-
watchers this year. Not only did the team 
extend the times of church opening 
throughout October but even through No-
vember during the second lockdown when 
only private prayer has been permitted in 
the church building. 

Our warm tanks to every volunteer who has 
give up time to sit in the church and to wel-
come in the curious and the faithful, the 
regular and the occasional visitor from near 
and from far. Several significant contacts 
were made over the course of this past 
eight months and we may never know just 
how significant the open church and the 
welcome received has made to those visi-
tors throughout this past time. Truly this 
has been a blessing and so we thank and 
bless the team in return. 

Mission to Seafarers 

A big "Thank you" to all those who bought 
cards and gifts or have donated to Mission 
to Seafarers this year. I do not know what 
the totals are yet mainly because people are 
still buying and donating!  Do have a very 
happy Christmas and think of those on the 
high seas far from their families but who 
are continuing to deliver goods to our 
shores from around the world. 

I will let you know the totals in the new 
year. 

Kathleen Martin 

Operation Christmas Child  

Operation Christmas Child ensures that 
thousands of children receive Christmas 
presents and are introduced to the real 
Christmas story. One shoe box brings joy, 
God’s love, and makes a child’s Christmas 

special. 

Last year, our church packed and sent an 
amazing 39 boxes. The current total is a 
truly generous 64 boxes, and now we have 
an extended deadline, so there’s still time to 
spread more Christmas joy. 

The current plan is to deliver the physical 
shoe boxes to church on Sunday 13 Decem-
ber. There are leaflets at the back of the 
church for more information and shoeboxes 
(if you don’t have a spare). 

If you can’t pack a physical box, there is an 
option to pack one online. Please let us 
know if you do this, so we can keep track of 
the tally. Pack a box online at https://
shoeboxonline.samaritans-purse.org.uk/ 

If you have any questions, please contact 
Lauren Stevenson at  
Christmas_Lauren@yahoo.com 

Lauren Stevenson 

Meaningful Advent Calendars 

We managed 161 - that is SPLENDID!! 161 
children supported by our local food bank 
will hear the Good News, with a small daily 
treat. 

If you would like a Traidcraft catalogue, 
please contact Bill on 07968 421416  

Oxford Diocese Courses 

The diocese of Oxford runs courses (on 
line) for lay training in local ministry. Do 
look at the Local Ministry brochure on: 
https://bit.ly/local-ministry-Oxford  

ZOOM Bible & Chat 

This Thursday morning (10.30am chat, for 
11.00 bible focus on St Luke’s gospel has 
been running almost every week from April 
30 to the present! Do join us on Ian’s zoom 
details for a taster session. All welcome. 
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 Foodbank 

3 weeks in to lock down 2 and here is the 
latest update for weeks 32, 33 & 34. 

In this period we will have delivered on 
your behalf £1,350.’s worth of Fairtrade 
and ethically sourced goods including a 
delivery scheduled for the 24th November, 
this takes the running total to approximate-
ly £ 17k. 

The folk at the Food Bank and at Restore 
Hope are so grateful for your ongoing sup-
port, as are we. None of this would be hap-
pening without your kind and generous 
financial support, we had an idea and your 
wholehearted generosity has allowed that 
idea to take shape, Thank you. 

If you know anyone who may be willing to 
join us in our mission to help those less for-
tunate than ourselves pass this appeal on. I 

attach a form of words which you may find 
useful. 

If you are aware of any families or individu-
als who need help from the food bank a call 
to the dedicated number 01494 785660 is 
all they need to do to arrange an emergency 
delivery. 

Once again many, many thanks for your 
generosity. 

Margaret & Bill Dykes 
07968421416 

Parish Register 

18 November Alex Weiss 

1 December  Judith Wright 

 

Lectionary 
Dec 6 HC Advent 2 Isaiah 40 vs1-11 Mark 1 vs 1-8 

 13 All Age Advent 3 Isaiah 61 vs 1-4,8-11 John 1 vs 6-8,19-28 

 20 HC Advent 4 2 Samuel 7 vs 1-11,16 Luke 1 vs 26-38 

 24  Christmas Eve Isaiah 52 vs7-10 John 1 vs 1-14 

 25 HC Christmas Day Isaiah 9 vs2-7 Luke 2 vs 1-14 

 27 HC Christmas 1 Isaiah 61 vs 10- 62 v3 Luke 2 vs 15-21 

Jan 3  Ephiphany Isaiah 60 vs 1-6 Matthew 2 vs 1-12 

 10 All Age Baptism of Jesus Genesis 1, 1-5 Mark 1, 4-11 

 17 HC God who reaches out We look forward to four weeks of talks  
devised by Garry Walton.  24 SofW God who sets us free 

 31 HC God who forgives 

Feb 7 HC God who speaks 

 14 All Age  2 Kings 2, 1-12 Mark 9, 2-9 

 21 HC Lent Genesis 9, 8-17 Mark 1, 9-15 

 28 SofW Lent Genesis 17, 1-7, 15-16 Mark 8, 31-end 

Mar 7 HC Lent Exodus 20, 1-17 John 2, 13-22 

 14 All Age Lent Numbers 21, 4-9 John 3, 14-21 

 21 HC Passion Sunday Jeremiah 31, 31-34 John 12, 20-33 

 28 SofW Palm Sunday Psalm 118 vs1-2,19-end Mark 11 vs 1-11 
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Zoom meeting information 

Hosted by Ian: 

Meeting ID 460 953 0356 
Password 52D8LG 

Hosted by Jenny: 

Meeting ID 526 751 3307 
Password 365882 

Church Services 
2020 December    

Sun 6 Holy Communion (BCP) 8am  Church 

Sun 6 Holy Communion 10am  Church 

Sun 6 Christingle 4pm  ZOOM 

Sun 13 Holy Communion (BCP) 8am  Church 

Sun 13 Toy Service with thanksgiving 10.00am  Church 

Sun 20 Carol Service 6.30pm  Village 

Thu 24 Holy Communion 4.00pm  Church 

Thu 24 Holy Communion 6.30pm  Church 

Thu 24 Holy Communion 11.30pm  Church 

Fri 25 Holy communion BCP 8.00am  Church 

Fri 25 Holy Communion 10.00am  Church 

Sun 27 Holy Communion 10am  Church 

2021 January    

Sun 3 Holy Communion (BCP) 8am  Church 

Sun 3 Holy Communion 10am  Church 

Tue 12 Songs of Praise 11.30am  Church 

Sun 23 United service 6.30pm  Church 

2021 February    

Tue 2 Songs of Praise 11.30am  Church 

Sun 14 Mothering Sunday Family Worship 10.00am  Church 

Wed 17 Communion 9.00am  Church 

Wed 17 Communion (With Ashes) 8.00pm  Church 

2021 March    

Tue 2 Songs of Praise 11.30am  Church 

Fri 5 World Day of Prayer 2:15pm  Church 

Sun 14 Mothering Sunday Family Worship    

Sun 28 Palm Sunday Procession 9.45am  Surgery Car Park 

Tue 30 Infant School Easter service 9:15am  Church 
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 TRAIDCRAFT: LIVING THE BIBLE 
IF IT IS GOD’S WILL, GOD’S WILL, WILL BE DONE  

IF IT IS GOD’S WILL 

GOD’S WILL, WILL BE DONE 

TRAIDCRAFT UPDATE 

Helped by your continuing 

support Traidcraft are meet-

ing their Sales and costs 

budget so far this year, which 

is great news.    Their policy 

to source some products 

from other equally ethical 

fair trade companies reduc-

ing their (Traidcraft’s) exposure to foreign 

currency fluctuations has worked well and 

their on line service has proved very popu-

lar during the current crisis opening their 

range of ethical fair trade goods and ideals 

to new supporters. 

CHRISTMAS 

At time of writing I have festive biscuits 

and chocolate, cards and wrap available so 

don’t panic just give me a call to solve 

those last minute Christmas presents.  If 

there are goods you would like I can easily 

can order from Traidcraft which takes ap-

proximately 4 working days.    The contin-

uing crisis means there is no immediate 

prospect of a stall in Church so if you need 

Traidcraft goods delivering please give me 

a call and I will be happy to deliver. 

CHRISTIAN ADVENT CALENDAR UP-

DATE 

Thank you so much for the donations to 

our advent calendar appeal.  We have pro-

vided 161 calendars to the food bank all of 

which have been distributed to the chil-

dren of families currently receiving food 

parcels.  The calendars each contained a 

book on the Christmas Christian story as 

well as a tasty fair trade chocolate treat 

for every day during Advent.   I am de-

lighted and very proud with our 

achievement; without you this 

could not have happened. 

FOOD BANK UPDATE 

Thanks to us and other Church-

es in the area we have been able 

to deliver over £17,000 worth of 

goods to the Chiltern food bank 

during the pandemic.  The need has not 

Dear Chalfont St. 

Giles Church, 

I am writing to 

thank you and all 

for your very gen-

erous Harvest Festival collection. The total 

weight of the food donated was an amazing 

96.1Kg. 

In the past six months we have delivered 

food that would support over 3,600 people, 

of whom a little over a third were children. 

We have, with your help, provided 32,679 

meals, an increase of 170%. 

Whilst times remain uncertain the food-

bank is probably going to become more 

necessary for many more individuals and 

families and it is wonderful to have such 

great support from the community. 

Once again thank you from all at the Chil-

tern Foodbank and our clients. 

Yours Sincerely, 

Jill Pye 

Senior Team leader 
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gone away and sadly continues to grow.  

Let’s hope that the vaccine is soon widely 

distributed and many folk can return to 

work in some capacity.  The following is a 

letter we received from the team at the food 

bank 

OVERSEAS AID   

This week the Government announced its 

intention to reduce the overseas aid budget 

from 0.7% to 0.5% of GDP the consequence 

of which will be to reduce further a sum 

already reduced by the decrease in GDP 

caused by the economic downturn. Clearly 

we face significant economic challenges 

going forward but we remain a wealthy 

nation and are assured by our political 

leaders that we will prosper in the future 

with or without a free trade agreement 

with the EU. I have listened to views from 

both sides of the argument and I remain of 

the view that this is a mistake with ex-

tremely negative consequences both for our 

standing in the World and as importantly 

for those in need who will suffer as a conse-

quence of our government’s decision. In my 

view it is now more important than ever 

that those of us who are able too should 

redouble our efforts to buy ethically.  Sto-

ries of UK companies dishonouring their 

clothing contracts with factories in Indone-

sia, Bangladesh etc. because of the crisis 

leaving workers, without pay and with 

none of the social safety net we have in the 

UK is appalling so please if you can afford to 

do so, buy fair trade when you can. 

Margaret Dykes 

874 511 

margaretrdykes@btinternet.com 

 

 

Up the Garden Path 

The autumn colours have been magnificent 

this year and many of the summer flowers 

were at their best until a very sharp frost in 

late November did for, the Dahlias, cosmos 

and marigolds and hopefully a few slugs 

and other pests.   On bright days in Decem-

ber and January I love to be out in the gar-

den.  It’s best to keep off the soil and lawn if 

it has been wet or frosty but there is always 

something that can be done from the paths 

and it is lovely to think that whilst you are 

doing one job the garden is not growing out 

of control behind you!   Some things to do 

these months 

are: 

Hard prune 

Spiraea to en-

sure a good 

colour and 

compact size 

and shape 

The sap of the fig is low at this time of year 

so a good time to cut back and reshape. 

Prune standard roses, buddleia and Lavate-

ra to reduce wind rock.  The main pruning 

of Lavatera will be in March but by reduc-

ing the length of the stems the chances of 

them snapping in a strong wind is reduced.   

Continue gathering fallen leaves especially 

from areas where they could cause plants 

to rot and provide hiding places for slugs 

and snails. Why not try making leaf mould, 

take your gathered leaves and place in dou-

ble thickness plastic rubbish sacks, add 

some grass clippings and some water, tie up 

the bags and store behind the greenhouse 

or near the compost bins having made  

(continued page 11) 
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Christingle Kit from 24th Nov 
Collect your Christingle kit from the Post Office 
Christingle Service Sunday 6th Dec 4pm by Zoom 

Hosted by Ian.  Contact saintgileschurch@gmail.com for joining  

details, or if you get sent a weekly pew sheet, they’re at the bottom. 
Light your candles at our online Christingle service  
Toy Service Sunday 13th Dec 10am in Church* 
Bring a toy to Church in support of the Salvation Army Christmas Gift 

Appeal  
Crib Trail  18th - 25th Dec 
Follow the Crib Trail round the village starting at the Reading Room. 

Find the accompanying story on chalfontstgilesparishchurch.com 
Mobile Carol Service Sunday 20th Dec from 3pm 
Look out for the Church choir singing carols around the village 
Christmas service video available online at  

chalfontstgilesparishchurch.com 

Christmas Eve Thursday 24th Dec  

Holy Communion Services in Church* 
at 4pm, 6.30pm and 11.30pm   
 

Christmas Day  Friday 25th Dec  

Holy Communion Services in Church* 
at 8am (traditional words) and 10am 
Sunday 27th Dec in Church* 
Holy Communion Service at 10am 

*All services in church need to be booked at 

saintgileschurch@gmail.com.  

Numbers are limited because of social distancing requirements 

so please book to attend only one service 
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some small puncture holes in them. This 

time next year you will have excellent com-

post for mulching.  

Prise out perennial weeds and put in the 

green bin or in a spent commercial compost 

bag, tie up and leave for a couple of years 

during which time they will break down to 

form a fine loam 

Find a nice warm spot indoors and go 

through your stock of seeds making a list of 

what to buy for next season.  I also like to 

put them in order of planting and have di-

viders in my seed box each one marked 

with the months.  I love doing this as I feel I 

am getting organised for busier days some 

way ahead.   The Covid outbreak causing 

garden centres to close certainly proved 

that it is good to plan ahead. 

Cover bare soil in the vegetable patch with 

a mulch (last year’s leaves, now leaf mould 

is ideal) or old compost bags as the rain will 

come and the nutrients will be washed 

away. 

I wish you a good growing year in 2021 

Rose Hebe Stamen 

07919 314 461 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

View from the Vestry 

You know that thing where, sometimes the 

only way you can find what you’ve mislaid, 

is to buy a new one?  My current variation 

is, the only way the government can make 

up its mind is by me printing out MANY 

copies of the poster/leaflet/notice with 

church worship as dictated by current guid-

ance. 

But that’s ok, we have used so little printer 

paper this year that I don’t feel as bad as I 

otherwise might. Also, if the printed sheets 

are in good nick, perfect apart from being 

printed on one side, I save them for Marga-

ret who uses the clean sides in her printer.  

Anything dog-eared, or sporting thumbtack 

holes, gets halved and used for  

taking notes.   

It’s been my family’s habit, these last few 

years, NOT to send Christmas cards—

instead, using digital means to wish our 

friends Merry Christmas, and making a do-

nation to charity.  So—Merry Christmas to 

one and all, and may the new Year bring us 

not only each others’ company, but also a 

renewed appreciation for it.  Our donations 

this year go to William’s Fund, for research 

into childhood cancer. 

Sylvia 
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 Poet’s Corner 
Moving North 

I’ve only really had one true love 

Sadly take from this world last year 

But, on coming up here, 

I’m everyone’s love! 

“You OK love?”, “Mind the step, love” 

“Cash or card love?” “Have a good day, love” 

“What’s for tea, love” 

   (and that’s another thing!) 

Tear, where I lived before 

Was poured into a china cup 

(English Breakfast, or Earl Grey) 

Home made scone and jam, but “Y” or “V” 

Served in the afternoon, about 1/2 past 3! 

Tea up here is quite a different matter 

It’s more about cooking trhan having a natter! 

It can even run to a full blown roast, 

Or, at the very least, something tasy on toast! 

   (and that’s another thing!) 

The folk I’ve met are friendly, kind and true 

Happy to exchange an opinion or two 

I chatted to the plumber when he called by 

He said (with a twinkle in his eye) 

“You’re not from around here, love”, 

“Say that again, love, ‘cos I reckon you’re POSH! 

Me? Posh? A copper’s daughter! What tosh! 

   (and the final thing) 

Home, for me, will ever be far away 

But this is where I live now 

(Close to my unposh family) 

And this is where I hope to stay! 

   Cheers loves! 

Shirley Woodall 

Knutsford 
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 Hope 

God gives us hope 

To face the future 

Of better things to come. 

For at life’s end  

We’ll see His glory  

Like the rays of a golden sun.  

But meanwhile  

We are faced with sorrow  

The result of human greed.  

The warning signs  

Are ever present  

It’s vital we should heed.  

God’s creation  

Is a gift  

Gives life to all mankind  

But this Pandemic’s  

A wake-up call  

Though its source we can’t define.  

Throughout the world  

Like tentacles  

It’s difficult to restrain.  

It does not choose its victims  

Just treats us with distain.  

Borders closed  

Restricted movement  

Normal life is put on hold.  

Advice keeps changing  

Can we believe.....  

Whatever we are told?  

Many deaths  

Recorded daily  

The virus still on the move.  

A vaccine needed,  

There are many trials  

But wait to be approved. 

Gillian Walmsley 

Australia 

 

Improper Poetry 

My, did you see that verse, or was it prose? 

It really got right up my nose! 

It didn’t scan; it didn’t rhyme 

‘Though one or two thought it sublime 

My, how the words kept gushing forth 

From that old dear who moved up North 

She's been bereaved and left alone 

So if she’s feeling far from home 

She may keep writing to feel included 

But if she thins it’s poetry 

She’s quite deluded. 

My, we’d better be careful what we say 

She may return on a visit one day. 

Shirley Woodall 

Knutsford 
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Rope Vision We believe God’s plans are for 

transformed lives. Our network of partners 

includes local organisations and churches 

led by local visionaries who seek to bring 

about transformational change in their 

communities. We partner with them, work-

ing together to make a lasting difference. 

At the start of this year none of us could 

have foreseen that a pandemic would sig-

nificantly impact the entire world, bringing 

much of life to a complete stand still. We 

have known grief, uncertainty, loneliness 

and many other emotions. At Rope we are 

so grateful to every one of our supporters 

for their continued commitment to our 

work internationally. We are grateful for 

the way you responded to our Emergency 

Fund earlier this year and for the dedica-

tion of our partners as they found new and 

different ways of serving their communi-

ties. As we write this issue, we in the UK are 

entering another time of uncertainty with 

new restrictions. None of us know what 

Christmas 2020 might look like, but we 

hope that this issue of NEWS from Rope is 

an encouragement to you as you prepare 

for the festive season. We share further 

updates on our work and highlight how 

supporters have continued to raise funds: 

Andy Hounsell running the London Mara-

thon and over 50 women walking and rais-

ing money through our Women Walking 4 

Women event. Rope’s work continues una-

bated and in this issue we launch our range 

of Christmas Lifeline gifts - all aimed at sup-

porting our partners as they reach out to 

marginalised and often forgotten communi-

ties deeply impacted by Covid-19. We hope 

you will be inspired by these gifts and in 

buying them for your loved ones, you will 

also be blessing those so far away. We wish 

you all a very Merry Christmas. See more at: 

www.rope.org.uk 

Andy Jong CEO writes: 

I have been realising just how different the 

world really does seem to be, from this 

same time last year. In an unexpected way 

we here in the UK have faced a wide range 

of problems that we would normally have 

associated with the less developed nations 

where Rope’s partners are based. Econom-

ic, educational and social challenges are a 

shared experience for example and our 

partners have been assuring me that they 

are praying for us as we deal with them. 

As we think towards Christmas, everyone 

has been telling me that it’s going to be very 

different this year. But however hard it 

might be, it will be even tougher for those 

in developing countries with little support 

in place. Furlough schemes and other 

measures provide some safety nets for us, 

but these are not provided in the majority 

of countries. With that in mind, our Lifeline 

gifts this year are focused on providing spe-

cific support for people as they face Covid-

19 and have nothing to fall back on. We are 

placing greater emphasis on support that 

helps people to continue to study or gain 

training and also continue in work. Whilst I 

hope you will find an interesting one to 

purchase in our selection, I want most of all 

to direct our thoughts to the people who 

will benefit from our Christmas generosity. 

Resilient, motivated and keen to help them-

selves and their families, they are deserving 

of our efforts to help them achieve a sus-

tainable livelihood through the endeavours 
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of our partners. Whatever Christmas and 

next year brings, I would like to encourage 

you with the “whatevers” in Philippians 4:8 

– let’s think more on the things that are 

noble, right, admirable, etc and also be sus-

tained by God’s Word through the coming 

season. 

Andy Jong 

https://www.rope.org.uk/ 

 

We are delighted to present our Lifeline Gifts for 2020. Lifeline is our alternative 

Christmas gifts scheme; perfect for friends and family who wish to make someone 

else feel valued. 

This year the whole world was and continues to be impacted in a way we could not 

have imagined. Our Lifeline Gifts invite you to provide long term hope to those we 

support who will be deeply affected by the long term impact of Covid-19. This year 

our gifts seek to help those with no safety net to get back on their feet and also 

to provide opportunities where there are none available. 

Our gifts start from just £4 and when you purchase a Lifeline Gift you will receive a 

downloadable card or, if you wish, a Christmas card with details of the gift and space 

for you to write a personal message.  

So whether it's an essential health check for a child in India, cataracts surgery for an 
elderly person in Kenya, or skilling up a man to work in South Africa, this Christmas 
we invite you to give the gift of long term hope.  
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 Fawcett Trust News—
Autumn 2020 

The Fawcett Trust is a small locally estab-

lished charity that seeks to provide some 

extra comforts at Christmas time to elderly 

long time village residents of limited means.  

This is done in the form of vouchers that 

can be redeemed in most of our village 

shops.   

Applicants must be people who are over 70, 

who have lived in Chalfont St Giles for more 

than 20 years and have a limited income. 

The current Trustees are: 

Rev Ian Brown ,Chairman 

Mrs Valerie Bayly Jones, Secretary 

Mr Richard Bolton, Treasurer 

Mrs Marion Challis-Warren 

Mr Gordon Patrick, and 

Mrs Mary Phillips 

Readers may recall that the Trust was origi-

nally established by the Will of Miss 

Thomasina Elizabeth Fawsett, a resident of 

Chalfont St Giles, who died in 1905 and is 

buried in our churchyard, south east of and 

nearest to the church where her father had 

been curate for 33 years.  Miss Fawsett’s 

original intent was to distribute coal and 

other useful articles on Christmas Eve.  At a 

later stage, two other local charities merged 

with Fawsett Trust – the Allen Bread Trust 

and the Church House Charities – and over 

time the charitable intent changed from 

giving bread and coal to giving vouchers 

which are exchangeable in the village 

shops.   

Last year we distributed vouchers to 28 

households being 35 people, 9 of whom 

were over 90, and 13 between 80 and 90.  

All the vouchers were exchanged for food-

stuffs in 7 of the village shops – rather over 

half in the Co-Op and rather over one-third 

in Warners Butchers - and we are grateful 

for the participation of the shops. 

In earlier years we received some useful 

investment income which was applied to-

wards the voucher costs but, although any-

thing is welcome, under more recent condi-

tions this has been small.  To be able to car-

ry on we absolutely depend on donations to 

finance the voucher cost.  We acknowledge 

and are hugely grateful to the Chalfont St 

Giles Parish Council and to the Show Com-

mittee as well as some kind individuals for 

their support again in this difficult year.  

But, please consider adding your contribu-

tion – if you can do so by gift aid that will 

further increase the value by a quarter.   

We are currently processing the applica-

tions for this December – so ‘Now is the 

time’, please!.  I can be contacted by e-mail 

to ‘richardheatherlea534@gmail.com. 

Thank you 

Richard Bolton 
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 Churchwardens Corner 

Do You Remember This One? 

Christmas is coming and the geese are get-

ting fat, 

Please put a penny in the old man’s hat, 

If you haven’t got a penny, a ha’penny will 

do, 

If you haven’t got a ha’penny, well God bless 

you. 

This old nursery rhyme was to encourage 

and remind children in the weeks preced-

ing Christmas to give to those less fortunate 

than themselves. 

We all know that Christmas is a time for 

giving. The shops and garden centres are on 

to the Christmas retail opportunities at the 

beginning of November. Baubles abound! 

We have so many outlets for our giving – 

not only to family and close friends, but also 

those whose lives are careworn, whose fi-

nances are shaky; children and the elderly, 

at home and abroad; those who have no 

warm shelter, those in need. 

But giving is not only about financial gifts, 

but also about the gift of time. Think of 

those who spend Christmas Day providing a 

good lunch for the hungry, those in the 

emergency services who forgo family time 

to be available for the community and those 

who invite the lonely into their homes to 

share Christmas. In the rhyme children 

were told that, even if they didn’t have a 

ha’penny, they could bless the old man. Giv-

ing our time to others is sharing a blessing 

with them and how lovely that is. 

As your church wardens we would like to 

thank you for all the support you have giv-

en us during this difficult year. 

We wish you all a very Happy and Blessed 

Christmas 

Eileen and Rachel – (and Hannah) 
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Planet friendly cleaning products without the plastic. 

•Bring your own containers. 

•Refill with your choice of cleaning product. 

•Pay by weight. 

•Hand soap 

•Shower gel 

•Hand and body lotion 

•Shampoo bar / liquid 

•Conditioner bar / liquid 

•Window and glass cleaner 

•Dishwasher powder 

•Rinse aid 

•Washing up liquid 

•Laundry detergent 

•Fabric conditioner 

•All surface cleaner 

•Toilet cleaner 

•White vinegar 

•Bicarbonate of soda 

•Recycled fair-trade gifts 

Find us on Facebook …protect our planet! 

Dan’s Refill Store is back at the Bread House in Chalfont St Peter, Thursday 
and Friday mornings, between 9:30am and 12:30pm. (The cafe itself will on-
ly be open for takeaway drinks and cake.) The usual distancing will be ob-
served. The refill service will still be available throughout the week from 
Chalfont St Giles. Contact Dan on 07421324679. 
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 Our Advertisers 

These local companies support the Parish Magazine and provide a wide range of local 
services. Take a look through the following pages to see all the details of our advertis-
ers. 

Keep our village alive and support our local businesses! 

Alan Smith – Handyman 

Austenwood Nursing Home 

Cartmell & Co – Solicitors 

Chalfont Osteopathic Practice 

H.C. Grimstead – Funeral Directors 

Therese Rogers – Chiropodist 

John Clancy – Electrician 

NC Plumbing 

Procare Carpet and Upholstery Cleaning 

T. Byrne & Co – Builders 

W.H.Carden – Doors and Timber supplier 

Yalden’s – Hardware 

Chalfont St. Giles Tennis Club 

Editor's Note: When you use these services, please let them know if you obtained their 

details from the advertisement in the magazine. 
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Subscriptions & Renewals? 

Please contact: 
 Helen Boundy 
 27 Miltons Fields 
 Chalfont St Giles, HP8 4ES  
 
Or email: stgileschurchmagazine@hotmail.co.uk 
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 Parish Directory 
Parochial Church Council  (area code: 01494) 

Chair John Southworth  581 130  

Hon. Secretary Richard Bolton 870 534 

Hon. Treasurer Mike Baldwin 876 286 

 

Electoral-Roll Officer Kathleen Martin 870 704 

Stewardship Recorder Chris Neville 873 457 

Social-Outreach Team Pat Searle 871 427 

Pastoral-Care Co-ordinator Margaret Carey 762 341 

Sunday School – the Ark Co-ordinator  Kate Southworth  581130 

Chatterbox organiser Frances Hawkins  tbc 

Messy Church Co-ordinator  Kate Southworth  581130 

YZone (group for 11-15s) Co-ordinator  Jenny Tebboth  07708 094 532 

Church Watching Janet Bradley 874 704 

Reading-Room Bookings Kevin Searle  07825 041 971 

Church Choir Cathy Langdale 581 385 

Bell-Ringing Master John Davidge 873 325 

Flower Guild Mavis Roberts 872 809 

Traidcraft Margaret Dykes 874 511 

Friends of Chalfont St Giles Parish Church Claire Long 875 445 

Safeguarding Officer  Kate Southworth  581130 

 

Parish Magazine Editorial Team   

Editor Alastair Stevenson 265 908 

Advertising / Admin Helen Boundy 582 765 

Email articles: stgileschurchmagazine@hotmail.co.uk 
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